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Chapter 23 Strategic Viewpoint 20: Bristol to Bath Railway Path (Avon Riverside 

Station) 

Chapter 23 

Strategic Viewpoint 20: Bristol to Bath 

Railway Path (Avon Riverside Station) 

Figure 23.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 20 and landscape 

character context 
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Chapter 23 Strategic Viewpoint 20: Bristol to Bath Railway Path (Avon Riverside 

Station) 

Figure 23.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 20 
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Chapter 23 Strategic Viewpoint 20: Bristol to Bath Railway Path (Avon Riverside 

Station) 

Viewpoint Information 

Grid reference: ST 67599 69451 

View location: On the Bristol to Bath Railway Path, approximately 600m south-

west of Bitton. 

View direction: Panoramic views across LCA 16: Avon Valley and LCA 11: 

Golden Valley . 

Relationship with Visually Important Hillside (VIH): The viewpoint is not 

located along a VIH, however it provides views towards the southern extent of the 

Oldland Ridge and Cotswold Lower Slope VIH. 

Experienced by: Pedestrians and cyclists on the Bristol to Bath Railway Path 

(National Cycle Network Route 4). 
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Chapter 23 Strategic Viewpoint 20: Bristol to Bath Railway Path (Avon Riverside 

Station) 

Characteristics 

Popularity, access and facilities 

◼ The viewpoint is located along a disused railway, one of many historic industrial 

relics in the Avon Valley which is now a highly valued recreational asset. The 

Avon Riverside Station (located one kilometre to the south-east of the viewpoint) 

is symbolised as a visitor attraction on Google Maps and is likely to attract many 

visitors as a result. 

◼ The viewpoint location is noted in LCA 16: Avon Valley, which states that there 

are “occasional local and distant views over the adjacent floodplain and river” 

from the railway path, including “views towards distinctive landform features 

within the CNL, Ashwicke Ridges and Oldland Ridge, and historic features 

including the Bitton and Upper Cheyney Conservation Areas.” 

◼ The viewpoint is publicly accessible via the Bristol to Bath Railway Path (National 

Cycle Network Route 4) and the River Avon Trail locally promoted route (public 

footpath PBN/67/30). The Avon Valley Heritage Railway Line runs alongside the 

bike path with a station close to the viewpoint (Avon Riverside Station). 

Relationship with the Cotswolds National 

Landscape (CNL) 

◼ The viewpoint is not located within the CNL but provides views east towards 

Prospect Stile (within Bath and North East Somerset). 

Quality, value and features of the view 

◼ The viewpoint provides panoramic (360°) views north-east across the Avon 

Valley (characterised by the flat Avon floodplain alongside the meandering form 

of the River Avon) and towards the rolling hillsides of the Ashwicke Ridges and 

Oldland Ridge which enclose the Golden Valley, and south-east towards the 
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Chapter 23 Strategic Viewpoint 20: Bristol to Bath Railway Path (Avon Riverside 

Station) 

Cotswold hills, including the wooded hillside of Prospect Stile, and Kelston 

Roundhill (both within Bath and North East Somerset). 

◼ The view west extends across the Avon Valley floodplain towards Keynsham, the 

flat, low-lying landscape contrasting with the elevated rolling landform of the 

Cotswold hills to the east. 

◼ The viewpoint is located on the southern edge of Bitton Conservation Area and 

provides views north towards the settlement and its setting within the Golden 

Valley. To the north-east, Upton Cheyney Conservation Area is nestled on the 

Cotswold Scarp, and is well-integrated into the landscape by the surrounding 

mature vegetation. 

◼ The tower of St Mary’s Church (Grade I listed) in Bitton Conservation Area 

(0.6km away) forms a landmark feature and is prominent within the low-lying 

floodplain. The former chocolate factory (now residential apartments) at 

Keynsham Hams is another landmark feature seen in views to the north-west 

(2.5km away). 

◼ An ancient tumulus (round barrow) is located 0.2 kilometres from the viewpoint 

and contributes to the sense of time depth in the landscape. 

Summary 

The Bristol to Bath Railway Path (Avon Riverside Station) viewpoint is categorised 

as a SVP as it meets most of the criteria to some extent. It is a popular and well 

known viewpoint and likely to attract many visitors; it is noted in the South 

Gloucestershire Landscape Character Assessment as being a natural observation 

point from which to appreciate the landscape; it is located on a national cycle path 

and promoted footpath; it provides an appreciation of the Cotswold National 

Landscape; and it provides a 360° panoramic view that takes in the notable 

landscape features of the Avon Valley, Ashwicke Ridges, Oldland Ridge, 

Cotswold hills (including Prospect Stile and Kelston Roundhill), the Bitton and 

Upper Cheyney Conservation Areas, and the landmark features of St Mary’s 

Church and the former chocolate factory at Keynsham Hams. 
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